Summer 2010

Dear Friends,

@ @ © @
Welcome to summer! Even though the summer is traditionally a —SU M M ER—

time to kick back and relax, we seem to keep pretty busy at the
Church of Christ, Congregational. Be sure to read this edition of
the Spire for all of the latest updates.

P e e G e et
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

It is important to note that again this summer we will be sharing Please note
worship with our brothers and sisters from the Norfolk Federated
Church. On July 11" and 18", they will be joining us for our 9am
worship service. We will be going to Norfolk on August 15™ and Worship begins

22" for their 10am services. How wonderful it is that we can once Sunday Morning s
again share together in worship.

Summer Worship Hours

at 9 am

July at the church is really gol ngrorthemantasohoppifng
outdoor worship communion service on July 4" at 9am. Dress is July and August
casual and flip-flops are appropriate footwear! We welcome the
Federated church for the middle two weeks in July and also host a
wedding and two outdoor movie njghts. Of counse
the Galactic Blast of vacation Bible school happening on the last
week in July. The final Sunday of July will be our second ever
Blessing of the Pets at 9am on the back lawn. All types of pets are welcome but please keep dogs on
a leash.

August is another exciting month as the committees begin some intensive planning for Rally Sunday

and getting ready for the school year to begin. Join us for on August 13" and 20" to celebrate the

warm summer nights with a movie under the stars. Worship on August 15™ and 22" will be at the
Federated Church of Norfolk. Finally, please mark your calendars for Rally Sunday- September 12"
You wondét want to miss this exciting back to chu

I do hope that you will find time for rest and r
not idleness, and to lie sometimes on the grass on a summer day listening to the murmur of water, or
watching the c¢clouds fl oat across the sky, is har

With you on the journey,

Rev. Jen



Summer Worship Exchange

Worship Exchange planned with Norfolkederated Church

We will be worshiping with the Norfolk Federated Church again this summer.
On Sunday, July 11" and July 18", the folks from the Federated Church will
be joining us in Millis for 9 am worship and on Sunday, August 15" and
August 22" we will be traveling to Norfolk to worship in their sanctuary for a
10am service. Please make a note of this:

There will be NO Worship service in Millis at the Church of Christ on

Norfolk Sunday August 15™ and August 22",
Federated Church

Stewardship Message

Summer is here and many of us will be taking time off to get out of town. Our expenses at the church
go on, however, and those bills need to be paid every month, so we need to maintain our cash flow to
minimize the need to sell investments. While we are working on an on-line giving capability, we're not
quite there. In the meantime, please consider pre-paying your pledges or gifts when you go away.

Feel free to mail checks to the church _J

(we'll be sure that you get credit!) gl
Thank you for your support of the ministries of the Church of Christ, Congregational! (\/"\
The Prudential Committee ,\g

—

Summer Movie Nights

ol . .\ By popular demand, Summer Movie Night under the Stars will be back and
A\ .5 better than ever this year! Movies will be shown on July 9" and 16" and
— August 13" and 20™. Families will be able to gather on the back lawn of the
church and enjoy a movie on our inflatable big screen! Movies begin at dusk.
Bring a lawn chair and bug spray. This event is free and open to the public.

For more information, please contact Doug Coutts or Rev. Jen
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Vacation Bible School

This summer's Vacation Bible School theme is "Galactic Blast". We
encourage families to sign up their children for this always-fun and
always-inspirational summer camp scheduled for July 26-30th. The
VBS decorating committee is busy preparing to deck the halls and
classrooms with outer space-themed props. We are asking families if
you have some items to donate or loan, we would appreciate it. Here
is our wish list:

Black light bulbs Black or dark-colored shower curtain
Disco ball Beige or light brown king size bed sheet
Computer keyboards/monitors Kids' size all-terrain vehicle

Aluminum foil Chinese lanterns

Flashlights Old CD's

Summer Library i summer

._{__E‘:--‘\ :
¢tKSYSY /K)\fF{QN\.—Sy-Qé "y juzneuZzZ]a

Our Church Library has a wonderful collectonof Chi | dr ends Bi bl es and Bi bl e
for toddlers while others are for older readers. If you read to your child just 2-3 stories a week, you
woul d cover the best | oved Bible Stories over th

helps give kids a sense of the flow of the Bible stories they learn here at church and elsewhere. It

helps connect each story in a way we sometimes miss in Sunday School because we teach more
thematically. | find | am reminded of stories | had not thought of in a long time. Next thing you know |

am searching my own Bible wanting to know more. Usually | ask people to bring books back in one
month, but please feel free to borrow a Children

Look for our collectionof Childre n 6 s Bi bl es on the mobile | ibrary
remember to fill out a library card and place it in the box on the mobile cart.
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Pathfinders Beach Day

SUNDAY, JULY 25, 2010
LAKE WINTHROP, HOLLISTON, MA.
11:007 3:00 (Meet at the church parking lot at 11:00)

Please R.S.V.P. by July 9" to Marcy Smith at 508-376-2455 (We
need to give the Holliston Park and Recreation Department a
count so that they can add an extra life guard)

Wear your bathing suit, towel, bag lunch, sunscreen, fishing
poles and bait if you want to fish, beach ball or Frisbee.

Permission Slips required. They will be e-mailed to everyone on
the Pathfinders e-mail list.

Common Cathedra

Help Feed the Homeless!
Sunday, August 1
After Church -5PM

Every Sunday about 150 homeless gather on Boston Common to
worship, celebrate communion and have a meal together. The
worship is offered by Ecclesia Ministries, a ministry of the
Episcopal Church and the food is provided by hundreds of
churches, student and volunteer groups. We will be one of the
groups helping to provide lunch on Sunday, August 1. After all
the work is done, we will cool off our toes at Frog Pond. Bring ice
cream money. Permission Slip and Medical Release required for
Pathfinders.

How you can help...
1. donate food (sign-up on the donation poster in Fellowship
Hall)
2. help make sandwiches immediately after church on
August 2 (adults and their kids welcome)
3. Go into Boston to help us feed the homeless (adults
welcome!)
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Needed! Names and E-mails
for kids who will be in
Fourth grade next year!

| rely on Sunday School
registrations to create my
youth ministry mailing list and
e-mail list. So if there is any
chance you did not register
your child for Sunday School
last year and your child is
going into 4™ grade, please
send your address and e-mail
to

sherianderson@comcast.net .
Thank you! Rev. Sheri.

dL>



mailto:sherianderson@comcast.net

Kids of the Kingdom Pool Party

Kids of the Kingdom Pool Party

Sunday, August 29

2-4PM

The Clarkdés House (Renee, Scott, Hailey
5 Blueberry Lane, Millis, MA

508-376-5037

Thanks to the Clark family, we can enjoy our Annual Summer Pool Party! Join us for
fun in the sun with your friends from Kids of The Kingdom. Bring your towel, sunscreen
and signed permission slip. We will send you a permission slip via e-mail.

Support Youth Ministry

Help Us Feed Our Growing Crew!

An important part of our Pathfinders meeting is gathering together to eat a meal. This is
where we slow down enough to thank God for our blessings and have real
conversation. We eat together at all of our Sunday night meetings. Sometimes the
meal is simple: soup and salad, mac and cheese, or pizza. Sometimes we make it
together but that takes a lot of our meeting time. Often Marcy Smith or Rev Sheri make
a homemade dinner but the cost of these meals and the time it takes to make them has
grown as our group has grown. When Pathfinders was four kids gathering for dinner,
dinner was easy. We are now a group of 20 and we need your help.

Michelle Jones will be coordinating volunteers (parents and others) who would like to
prepare or donate a meal for Pathfinders. Please contact Michelle if you are interested
in helping out (508-376-4590 or Mpjones@gmail.com.) She is putting together a
calendar and a few guidelines to assist anyone who is interested in helping out this
coming year.

Thank you

Callie Bullion, Cassandra Piorkowski, Mandy Li and Ghee Rye Lee for leading a
beautiful and challenging worship on Sunday, June6!Read Cal |l i eb6s s
7 in this edition of the Spire.

and Zach

3
i
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New! Friday Night Unwind

At one of our last Pathfinders meetings we did a thorough evaluation of
the Pathfinders Youth Group experience. The Youth Team was very
pleased to learn that Pathfinders are pleased with their experience at
Pathfinders. They did however identify two areas in which the group
wanted to grow:

1. They want to learn to listen to each other better and

2. They wanted to get to know each other on a deeper level.

They also said that they felt they needed more t
to add a number of Friday night #AHang out Nights
would be generally unplanned, unstructured time to hang out in a safe, friendly place with adult

supervision. At Pathfinders we will develop some guidelines to insure the group remains safe,

inclusive and demonstrating Christian hospitality. We will include a time of sharing and a closing

prayer. We hope to have these nights every 4-6 weeks. Michelle and Ben Jones will be taking a major

role in making these nights happen. Rev. Sheri will be there as her schedule allows.

Blessing of the Backpacks

All students are invited to bring their backpacks for a special
blessing from Reverend Jen on Sunday, September 19, 2010.
We will also be collecting snack and supply donations (glue
sticks, markers, crayons, construction paper, scissors, colored
pencils, etc.) for the 2010/2011 school year. If you are interested
in donating any items, we will be collecting them during the
blessing of the backpacks or you can drop them off at the Sunday
School office. Thank you for your help and support of our Sunday
School!

\
~N
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A Sermon for Baccalaureate Sunday

By Callie Bullion

Al right. So Iitds Sunday mor ni ng, acorgiedatiohreeda.f t e

A pop quiz! But donot worry, i1itodés multiple choic

school which is it hardest to be? A) An atheist B) An agnostic C) A Christian or D) A vampire. Now

you might be tempted to choose D, but, i f anything, Stephanie Mey
has shown us that even vampires can have successful high school careers, no matter how many epic

battles of good and evil and heart wrenching situations they find themselves in. However t hat i s
answer | 6m |l ooking for. I n my experiences, both

themselves as the most acceptable religious views, so neither of these can be the correct answer. So

that only leaves us with C. Over the pastfour year s | 6ve found that open
difficult practice to keep in the environment of high

school in todaydéds world. So why i
to believe in absolutely nothing than it is to believe in
something as wonderful as God and His message to the >
wor |l d? For many of my cl as$mat es ‘whoe
about this matter, the biggest issue is proof. They f \ -
question the validity of somethiZmg that you |[canbd
you cano6ét touch. In a world where we are taught
guestion everything, to demand proof, people have trouble reconciling their instincts about what is

real with a belief that is based upon pure faith that does not require proof. My generation especially

has trouble with this concept as we increasingly look to scientific experiments and mathematical

formulas to explain everything in this world. In this way many are losing touch with the belief that God

still has a place in this world and in our lives.

hat ? Why is

All of these ideas were on my mind last year when my English teacher assigned us a journal
entry simply titled Al Donét See. 0 She gave us n
write about, leaving it open ended at best. These three simple words spoke to me, and before | knew
it my pen was flying across the page, laying down the words that would convey my thoughts and
feelings, and this is what | ended up with.

| dondét see the Lord to whom | have devoted m
very world-worn hands and in the folds of whose traveling cloak | can hide myself when the world is
too rough and painful. | have never set eyes upon the dock to which my courage is moored, keeping it
from being torn away by |l ifeds tempests. | canno
weak to continue to fight and battle on against the adversaries that breach the walls of faith that |
have surrounded myself with.
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| dondt see the small bird that sits on my shoul
pecking at me when | do not. | have never even glimpsed the soft embrace of forgiveness that is
always waiting at the end of the crooked trail that | have so often strayed onto, waiting to reassure
and redirect. But | have felt 1t .tothednysterythatiseny qui
faith and all that it entails. I dondt squint in

| dondt see the thread that ties me to Him, deli
impossible to untie. My sight has never been graced with a view of what grace looks like. Whether it

is a gentle evening breeze, a single unspoken wo
never viewed what may lie beyond the last horizon, over the last hill, past the last river, and cannot

say what it may look like, even if | tried.

| have never seen God. And yet if Justice herself is blind, and if love too shares this lack of
sight, | have no need to see. | dondot see God. A

So, you might be wondering, how did my teacher respond to this journal entry when | turned it
in? There on my page were a couple of red pen marks correcting obscure grammatical and
capitalization mistakes, and that was it. None of the usual commentary on my writing style or word
choice, |l et alone the content of my piece. But t
and its place in my life, but it instead made me wonder more about it and its place in the lives of
others around me. In this one short piece | began to explore the complex issues behind faith in my
own world. The fact that no one can see any of the things that | mentioned in my journal entry turns
many people away from their faith. I f you canbot
this can be an insurmountable obstacle as we struggle to find meaning in a world that is often
confusing and even scary. The easiest reaction to this uncertainty is to look toward the most concrete
things in the world, especially the ones that we can see. However, | believe that seeing is one of the
most overrated of the five senses when it comes to faith. In Hebrews 11 we are told that faith is the

reassurance that even Athings unseeno do indeed
intheworl d as we know it, despite todayodés firmly cenm
science cannot be real. In the form of scripture we are given the gift of as much proof as we should

need to follow the faith. God is still present with us, evenifwedon 6t al ways feel | ik

and Hebrews reminds us of this fact.

As all of us graduates head into a new stage of our lives, we have to make sure that we hang

onto this fact. It wondt al ways be eaaggoondaith or ge
alone, but thatdés okay. As |l ong as in the end we
towards I|iving through it every day, i1t doesnot

and Heaven knows we all need all the support we can get as we travel down the road to a new place
and new experiences, out into a world so much bigger than the relative isolation and shelter of high
school. In a world where being a Christian is harder than being a vampire, we certainly have our work
cut out for us, but in the end it will always, always be worth it.
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Below is the first cycle (Creation) of the Sunday School teaching schedule. Thank you to everyone
who has volunteered this coming school year. We are always on the lookout for substitutes. If you
are interested in substituting, please contact one of the CE Committee members. We are also
starting a new curriculum for this year and are very excited about it. We have created Teacher Aide
boxes for each cycle. The website we have been using for the cycles is: http://www.kirkofkildaire.org

CYCLE 1 -- CREATION i 9/19, 9/26, 10/10 (10/11 is Columbus Day)

(Pam is curriculum owner)

*10/3/2010 -- COMMUNION SUNDAY (K-3 Group Lesson) 1 Julie

*Nursery/PreK i Amanda Griffin/Lisa Johnston (Team) i Gloria Dunbar 2" Sunday each
month i EMILY BOLTON

*K&1 1 Renee Clark/Barbara Hiss Team Teach i Jen Dowd as RP

*2&3 1 Mel Frawley/Anne Parker Team i Doug Coutts as RP

*4-6 7 June Murphy 1 Lynn Rahim as RP

*7&8 1 Tammy, based on set schedule

*Office Coverage i Pam Mustard 1%, Michelle Jones 2™, Mary Smith 3™, Pam Mustard 4"

SUNDAY SCHOOL GROUP LESSONS ON COMMUNION SUNDAYS: Sunday School Group
lessons for Pre-Kindergarten through 3™ grade are held on each Communion Sunday which is the
first Sunday of every month. When the Pre-K-3 children arrive, they should report directly to the
Ladies Parlor at 10:00. Regular Sunday school classes do not meet on this day. Children in 4"
grade and higher should report directly to the Sanctuary so they may participate in the service and
Communion. Thank you.

Sunday SchooRegistration Rally

Registration Rally and a Continental Breakfast are scheduled for Sunday,
September 12, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. We are so excited about the upcoming
school year and look forward to teaching and working with the children. We
want to thank the Womends Fell owshi R



http://www.kirkofkildaire.org/

Volunteer Opportunity

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING WITH CHRISTIAN EDUCATION? Are you feeling bored
lately? Do you feel like you are in a rut? Why not consider joining our Committee. If anyone is
interested in joining the Christian Ed Committee, please feel free to contact one of the members listed
below. We have a great group of people and have a lot of fun planning events for the year. New
members are ALWAYS welcome.

CE Committee Members:

Jo-Ellen Franklin-Briggs i 508-478-4204 1 dcb.joel@verizon.net
Barbara Hiss 1 508-440-5754 i barbie.hiss@comcast.net
Michelle Jones 1 508-376-4590 1 mpjones@gmail.com
Pam Mustard T 508-794-1097 1 pattalonia@comcast.net
Josh Smith 1 508-376-2455 1 millismith@verizon.net

2010 Relay for Life in Review

Thank you for a successful Relay!!! Our team raised 1,849.00!! Fantastic!
Thank you to our courageous team who relayed in the rain and deep into the night!
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Vacation and :"{/Tl‘“r’:'\ ~
_ Travel Time |, _‘Po =9

Most people in the world today can move
from one place to another easily. We can hop
in the car, catch a bus, ride a bike or fly in a plane!

Fill in the missing parts of the words in this story.
The missing parts are in the list below. Read the story.

nBi _____ mes tra__ ____ _was diff_ __
and _ __ow. Afulldays _ _ _ __ney was _ _ _ nty
miles. The _ _ ual way to _ _ _ vel was by

__ _king. ___ _ keys were some__ _ _ _ used.
Oxec _ _ _ car_ _ _ _ hea_ _ _ _ ads.
Ca_____ were used for ___ade cara__

___oss the _ __ __ert. The mili___
___ _thy _  _ ple and ro__ __
_ __sengers used ho_ _ _ _ and _ _ _ _ iots.
Bo__ _ _ were used once in a while.

_ble ti_ _vel _icult sl__ jour__ twe__

us__ tra__ wal__ Don__ _ times __arts _ ried
v lo_ _rts tr__ __vans acr__ des  _ tary
weal_ peo_ __vyal pas_ _ rses char__ _ ats
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