The Spire

. March 2010
Dear Friends,

ent is a time of introspection. We may use the days
L to ponder where we are on our journeys and where

how far we still have to travel. This is true for us as
individuals and is also true for us as a church family.

The Deacons, a member of the prudential committee and
our church moderator met with a church vitality coach in
February. The purpose of the meeting is to think about
what we find Alife givingo
might share our faith and our love with the mission field we
have in the Millis/Medway area.

Around the world, churches are closing at an amazing
rate. For many different reasons, people are no longer
choosing to be a part of a faith community. We understand
that in order for our church and our faith to remain relevant,
we must look at and address the needs of the community
within our context of faith. In the coming months, look for
the new ways we are going to doing outreach in our
community.

We are a loving people of great faith in a historic and
beautiful church. I invite you as a part of your own
personal Lenten discipline, to invite someone to attend a
worship service with you. Discover how you can grow in
your own faith by sharing.

For almost 300 years, the Church of Christ, Congregational
has been serving the community. Now, the gift of the
church is in our hands. We are on a journey together,
surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses from our past.
Let us work together to grow the church in all the ways that
matter most.

With you on the journey,
Jen

i r“Surely he hath i

borne our grief
and carried our
SOrrows.”

Isaiah 53:4
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Holy Week Calendar

Palm Sunday Good Friday Worship
March 28, 2010 April 2"
Passion Reading & 7 pm
Sunday School Easter Egg
Hunt

Experience Holy Week Silent Vigil
Monday, March 29" Friday, April 2"
7 pm Sunday, April 4th

Maundy Thursday Easter Sunrise Service
Service of Tenebrae April 4™
Thursday, April 1 6:15 am
7 pm

Easter Family Worship
Sunday, April 4™
10 am




Update from the Diaconate Why Do People Knit?

ach year, the on Super Bowl Sunday,
Ethe Millis Fund does its annual If you've read the book "Friday Night Knitting

fundraising drive. And each year, the Club” or "Blossom Street", you probably
understand why people knit. To save you the

trouble of chasing down either of these books, |
will tell you what the books claim to be the

Deacons donate the Communion Offering on
that day to the Millis Fund. We are happy to

say that this year, with the help of donations reason. It's just honestly an activity that makes
from the congregation, and a matching you feel good! At the Jolly Holly Fair, many
donation from the Deacons, as a group we women come to me and say they used to knit
were able to donate $1,678 to the Millis Fund! or they would like to learn to knit and | think it's

time we stopped talking about it and see if we
The annual Jammi nd c onc e cangetosganigedn Tozhes énd,d'p asking you,
Beth Dowdell, will be held on Sunday, March to let me know what time, morning or evening
21. For the past several years, Beth has and what day of the week, you would like to get

. . . . together to start the process. Since | have
organized this event as the major fundraiser for been knitting for many years and find it both

the Deaconos Fund. L ar 9 felaing &hd fifillihg®1 wBuRl be nforfe thén t s

t he Deac osioexcellent findncial happy to be the contact person for this. Let me

shape. Therefore, this year the proceeds of the know either by email, written note or telephone

Jamminé concert will go ergustspgakingttoane. f or

Humanity. Hope to hear from you, . i

Silent Vigil Judie Ackerman \‘:%%
161 Village Street ;.'Pr‘w

Every year, after the Good Friday service, Millis, MA 02054 ‘.433!»"*‘

there is a Silent Vigil held in the Church that 508-376-5840

lasts until Easter morning. The Vigil is open to
anyone who would like to sign up for a time
slot. You may use that time for prayer,

meditation or reading. There will be various . . .
material ilable. along with lection of If you're wondering if we are going to have a
aterials available, along with a selection Birthday Party for Women's Fellowship this

music CDds that you are y&lifeaBferis PESH | Thd wedtherthss:

Women's Fellowship Birthday Party

The Vigil is held in the Sanctuary. Each been so terribly cold and unpredictable, that
participant enters the Sanctuary via the Nave, we, the Steering Committee, decided to

and rings a bell to let the previous person know celebrate our 51st Birthday in June! So save
their Vigil time is over. After ringing the bell, the date or dates, itll be either June 8th or

June 15th dependent upon which date is
available on the Church calendar. It'll be a
good chance for us to all get together and

you may wait a moment before entering the
Sanctuary. In a few weeks, the Deacons will

post a sign-up sheet for time slots. We hope all enjoy an evening of good food and good

of you who are interested will partake in this fellowship with the "Yankee Swap' as the fun
opportunity for quiet meditation and prayer in activity for the evening! Every woman who
preparation for the Easter celebration. comes or has come to church is invited, so ask

your friends to save the date, also, as the more
the merrier!!



Christian Education Committee

Parents! Teachers! Kids!

Wehavea wonder f ul new resource for y
A New and I mproved Childrends Libr &

Thanks to funds given in memory of Rev. Leila Holden, a former Christian
Educator Director, we have just purchased many new books to refresh and g
expand our Chi | drwe nhbéasv eL i1b0rQabrsy .o fWeb efaRl X Yi ctur
books and teacher resources for you
weeded through the old collection and added tons of new titles. The collection focuses on Christian

Hol i days, Bi bl e St or i es jonsthhokdtritragdressspedific tapjcesuchasnd D
death/heaven, creation, forgiveness, and getting along with others. The collection also includes many

new teacher resources.

Watch for the Cart!

We have purchased a mobile book display cart so that we can create thematic displays of our books
and display them in Fellowship Hall. The rest of the collection

will remain in the Library if you are looking for something in Wanted:
particular. You can take out a book for two weeks simply by _
filling out the library card and placing it in one of the index card The Sunday School is

boxes on the mobile display or in the library. You can return the

) : : currently looking for
books to the designated spot in the library (the room next to the

kitchen.) guality office furniture for

The February/March/April display contains books about Lent, the Sunday School office.

Holy Week and Easter. If you can help, please

If you are inte.rested in donating new or gently used books to contact Pam Mustard

the Childrenbés Library, pleas contact Rev. her
drop off books without speaking to her first. 508-794-1097

Sacrament Class

In March, we will be getting ready for the Sacrament Class. If you have a
child in the third grade or higher who wishes to study and receive the
Sacrament of Communion, please contact Julie Stallings, Sunday School
Superintendent. (Julie Stallings will be sending an email to all 3" grade
parents.) A special thank you to Linda Jones who will be teaching the class
again this year. There will be a special Communion service on Sunday, May
2, 2010.




HOPE FOR HAITI ... Our Sunday school
children show their support!!!

God
tells us
to care
for the
orphan
and the
widow

-

(Exodus 22:22). Our Sunday school children
answered this call by raising funds to help the
children of Haiti that have been devastated by
the earthquake. We are proud to announce
that the Sunday school "Penny Drive" was a
great success! Our kids raised $71.25! We
will be donating this money to Danita's Children
(www.DanitasChildren.orq); this organization
provides love and care for orphans in Haiti,
meeting their needs spiritually, physically,
academically and emotionally.

A BIG thank you to all the Sunday School
children and their families for supporting our
mission project. The children searched for
loose change with their eyes and opened their
hearts to help the children of Haiti. A special
thank you to Emily Bolton, Patrick and Lucas
Smith, and Amelia and Anthony Coultts for
helping to count the many pennies, dimes,
nickels....

"It is more blessed to give than to receive”,
Acts 20:35.

Important Notice

Copies of the 2010 Annual Meeting Minutes
(Draft Version) are available at the side
entrance. Suggested changes must be

submitted to June Murphy, Church Clerk, by

March 12, 2010. The minutes will be reviewed

for acceptance by Church Council at their
March meeting.

HELP WANTED:

Vacation Bible School Chairperson:
A Chairperson is needed for Vacation
Bible School (VBS) in July. Itis a one
week camp. The children really love
this camp. It is a great way to make
new friends and to just have fun
learning about God. If anyone is
interested in being the Chairperson for
VBS or helping out in any way, please
contact one of the CE committee
members. Thank you!

Sunday School Superintendent:
needed for the upcoming Sunday
school year (September 2010). This is
a 2-year commitment. (We are saying
good bye to Julie Stallings and Tammy
Coutts who have done a tremendous
job as Superintendents. We thank
them for all of their hard work.) We are
looking for one individual to serve in
this position or 2 individuals who would
share the responsibilities. Christian Ed
is now in the process of revising the
Sunday school program, which would
mean that the duties of the
Superintendent(s) would be greatly
diminished, made simpler. If you are
interested in serving as a
Superintendent, please contact any of
the CE Committee members. Thank
you!

Sunday School Snacks: Sunday
school is looking for any snack
donations. If you are able to donate
snacks, please bring them to the
Sunday school office. Thank you for
your help.


http://www.danitaschildren.org/

Celebrate the 99"
Anniversary of j

Join us for a presentationm

The Status of Women Around the World

Discussiorled by

Linda Morse, M.Ed., M.A. History (Spring 2010)

Monday, March 8, 2010

7:30 pm

Admission is free but donations are @
welcome. All proceed$o benefit @
One Great Hour of Sharing
Formore information, please contact N _
Linda Morse 50876-4659 Millis Shopping

Center




March 21, 2010
3 pm

Tickets available at the door
bmMn | RdzZ 6§ Qa OKAf RNBY dzyR

Church of Christ, Congregational
142 Exchange St.
Millis, Ma 02054



Music News
100% Chance of Rain! A Jazz Cantata

The musical youbve all been waiting for!

On March 21°% Immediately after church all children who are interested should come to the parlor to
listen to the CD of this Cantata and hear about the story. This will
give everyone a chance to think about what parts they might
want to try out for. There are 8 speaking parts and as many parts
for animals as we have children. Julia Bermingham will be
designing costumes and we hope to have designs up that day.

We are looking for participation from young people in doing
props and backstage work.This meeting will take approximately
40 minutes if we can start right at 11:00.

This is an exciting opportunity to try out a musical production.

Myrna Rybczyk
Music Director

Jammi né 2010

Dear Friends,

2 KSNBE KIFI@S GKS &SI NBR 32y SK L (@dgethertkd ahnual A Y S
JAMMIN concert. This year will be thEB'8oncert for charity.

Due to many years of generosity, our Deacons fund is in great financial shape. Because of th
the Deacons and | have decided to raise money for another great local charity, Habitat For
Humanity. Money raised will

benefit the Medway home that

is currentlyunder construction. = To advertise, please send a business card with any siz
Thisis awonderfulcauseand! R2y FdA2y a a22y |a Ll2aa

would love you to continue Beth Dowdell

contributing. 2 Malloy Street

Thank you for all your Medway MA 02053

support Checks can be written out to theillils church of Christ

with the word Habitat in the memo.
Beth Dowdell



