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From Pastor Jen

Dear Friends,

It is nearing the end of May as | write this and the boxes are starting to
stack up around the house as my family and | prepare for our
transition. We are living in controlled chaos. Next week, the moving
truck comes and will pack up our belongings. This will not be an easy
task considering all of the stuff we have accumulated in the almost
eight years we have lived in Rutland. In June, we will settle into our
new home on the Millis edge of Norfolk at 81 Fruit Street.

In our family life, therereallypzu. { huij ~hj {v h}
CHANGE is coming. For the MunroeNathans family, all things are

about to be made new. _
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We will welcome new members into our church family on
Sunday, June 8" during a special worship service. Anyone
wishing to become a member, please see Rev. Jen by
Wednesday, June 4!




From Pastor Jen

Continued from front page

Change is coming. These are scary words
because change usually implies a dip into
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new life will be like but our imaginations
can usually offer up some interesting, if
not realistic, scenarios. These are the
scenarios that lift up the things we dread
the most and elevate them to a status of
certainty. What might be more helpful is
to reclaim th at power of imagination and
put it to use in envisioning the ways the
change will offer opportunity that could
not be previously tapped. Imagination
can open the doors to the dreams and
ideas that were trapped in the cells of

“{oh{ pzu.{ ¥%ohukh?iz~

kv {oh{ olyl 5%

On Pentecost, | invited the congregation
to share their dreams and visions for the
Church of Christ, Congregational. |
believe that the Holy Spirit moves among
us inspiring those visions and dreams.
There is no lack of blessed imagination
among us. The piece on which we now
need to focus is creating a shared vision
and then trusting the vision enough to
allow for change. This is not a process
that will take place over the summer. This
is not something that will take place even
over the next six months. This is a process
that will continue as long as we are going
to be gathered together as the Body of
Christ.

Jesus Christ gave us the Great
Commission, saying, “%&0 therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of

the Son and of the Holy Spirit,and
teaching them to obey everything that |
have commanded you. And remember,

| am with you always, to the end of the
age ."(Matthew 28:19-20 NRSY God
calls us to be the Church, not only within
the walls of our church building, but also
out into the world. As caretakers of
Joypz{ .z |timgandptaceptu
falls to us to answer the call. It will require
all of us with all of the gifts and resources
God has given each of us. It will require
all of us with all of the dreams and
visions the Holy Spirit has placed within
our hearts and minds. It will require all of
us acting as the disciples Christ called us
to be and it will require change.

| invite you to spend time this summer
thinking and dreaming about your
church. How do you envision us living
out the Great Commission? What gifts
do you bring to the task and what
changes do you imagine taking place?

As my family and | transition into the
community, we rejoice in the love and
fellowship of this congregation. You
know, some changes are really, really
worth the chaos we need to go th rough
to get there.

As the sun warms the days and the light
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blessing be upon you.

Yours in Christ,

Jen



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_International_Version

Tools Sunday

First off, the Mission committee would
like to thank everyone who
participated in the Blanket Sunday
event on Mother's day. It was a huge
success. The money is still being
counted, but so far we have

collected upwards of $450!

Secondly, we'd like to remind
everybody that Tool Sunday is coming
up on Father's Day (June 18"). This is
an event that our church participates
in annually, but the need for gifts of
tools has been underscored by the
recent natural disasters in both

Myanmar and Ch ina. These two
countries are reeling from devastating
cyclones and earthquakes and

already the Church World Service Tools
& Blankets program is reaching out with
aid including tools, blankets, temporary
housing and clean drinking water. The
missions committee will match all
donations given towards the Tool
Sunday program. So this Father's Day,
consider a gift to the Church World
Service organization in honor of your
Dad, because the right tool at the right
time makes all the difference.




